
 

 

 
Please find the guidelines to submit the Logline and Synopsis below.  

 
1.​ Please see examples of logline and synopsis below in this document  
 
2.​ Strictly adhere to a word limit mentioned in the application form  
 
3.​ While we understand that you may not have fully developed the story yet, please do not 

leave the ending of the story ambiguous in your synopsis. We need to understand the 
story in its entirety; its beginning, middle and the end, even though it might not be 
perfect.  
 
 

Example of Loglines 
 
 
Logline - A logline is a short and crisp summary of the film’s story, typically captured in one 
or two concise statements. A logline should swiftly convey what the story is about, 
including the main character, the central conflict, setup and antagonist. A good logline will 
definitely have the following three elements: the protagonist, the goals and the conflicts. 
 
Examples –  
 

English Vinglish 
A quiet, sweet tempered housewife endures small slights from her well-educated 
husband and daughter every day because of her inability to speak and understand 
English. 
 
Dear Zindagi 
Kaira is a budding cinematographer in search of a perfect life. Her encounter with 
Jug, an unconventional thinker, helps her gain a new perspective on life. She 
discovers that happiness is all about finding comfort in life's imperfections. 
 
Kumbalangi Nights 
The film revolves around four brothers who share a love-hate relationship with each 
other. Their relationship progresses to another level when Saji, Boney, and Franky 
decide to help Bobby stand by his love. 
 
Mandela 
A local barber's fate turns overnight when he becomes the single deciding vote in 
the village elections. 
 

 



 
Example of Synopsis 

  
Synopsis – A synopsis is a brief summary of the screenplay that captures the 
beginning, middle and the end of the film’s story. The synopsis introduces the key 
characters of the story, the time and space the story is set in, the inciting incident, 
the conflict and the resolution.  
 

Whiplash 
 
Logline - A promising young drummer enrolls at a cut-throat music conservatory 
where his dreams of greatness are mentored by an instructor who will stop at 
nothing to realize a student’s potential. 
 
Synopsis 
 
Andrew Neiman, a young jazz student at the Shaffer Conservatory in New York, has 
one dream: to go down in history as one of the world’s best drummers. He’s 
therefore thrilled when Terence Fletcher, a famous conductor, invites him to join the 
conservatory’s Studio Band as a core alternate drummer. Fletcher, however, turns out 
to be anything but an ordinary teacher. He’s a sadistic tyrant and Andrew realizes 
just how much of one when he has a chair hurled at him for failing to keep time. 
 
At a jazz competition, Andrew misplaces the sheet music to “Whiplash,” meaning 
their core drummer can’t play. Andrew, however, can—from memory—and after a 
first-class performance, Fletcher promotes him to core drummer. But Andrew’s joy 
doesn’t last long. In a typically twisted move, Fletcher bumps Andrew back down to 
alternate drummer, putting a much less talented musician in his place. More 
determined than ever, Andrew breaks up with his girlfriend and practices until his 
hands bleed. It pays off. After a grueling five-hour audition, during which Fletcher 
kicks furniture and screams at him, Andrew earns back the core spot. 
 
Andrew arrives late for another competition after his bus breaks down, hires a car, 
then realizes he left his drumsticks at the car rental office. He races back, retrieves 
them, but on his way to the theater, his car is broadsided by a semi. He crawls from 
the wreckage and runs the rest of the way, finally arriving on stage bloody and 
injured. When he struggles to play, Fletcher coolly dismisses him. Enraged, Andrew 
attacks Fletcher in front of the audience, which gets him dismissed from the school. 
 
Andrew files an ethics complaint against Shaffer Conservatory and learns that one of 
Fletcher’s former students hanged himself due to his emotional and physical abuse. 
Andrew agrees to testify as an anonymous witness and Fletcher is fired. Andrew 
gives up drumming and, months later, stumbles upon Fletcher playing piano in a 
jazz club. They go for a drink, during which Fletcher explains why he pushed his 
students so hard: so that they might become the next Charlie Parker. In Fletcher’s 
eyes the greats like Parker wouldn’t be discouraged by anything. He then invites 
Andrew to drum with his band at a jazz festival. Has Fletcher changed? Andrew 
thinks so, and accepts. 
 

 



On stage at the festival, Fletcher has two surprises for Andrew. One: he knows he 
testified against him, and two: they’re starting with a piece Andrew doesn’t know 
and for which there’s no sheet music. Unable to play, Andrew leaves the stage 
humiliated. But he returns, interrupts Fletcher and cues the band, before launching 
into a breathtaking solo. Fletcher is taken aback, but in that moment realizes the 
enormity of Andrew’s talent and begins to guide him. As Andrew ends his solo, they 
share a smile and Fletcher cues the finale. 

 

 

27860, Fawn Creek Court, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

 

 

 


